
DMOG
PU BLIC SAFETY

REGIONAL MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT FOR DEEP EAST TEXAS COUNCIL OF

GOVERNMENTS' JURISDICTIONS

This Regionat Mutuat Aid Agreement ("Agreement") is by and between participating

JUrisdictions ("Parties") within the Deep East Texas Councit of Governments ('DETCOG")

for which DETCOG is a facilitator for the purposes of MACC (l.4uttipte Agency Coordinator

Center) during times of emergency but in the absence of a specific MAA or ILA between

lurisdictions, it may serve in the place of a specific agreement

RECITALS

The parties recognize the vutnerability of the peopte and communities located with the

DETCOG region to damage, injury, (oss of [ife and property resutting from disasters, civit

emergencies, acts of terrorism, or incidents and recognize that disasters, civit

emergencies, acts of terrorism, or incidents my present equipment, manpower, or facitity

requirements beyond the capacity of each party

The partles recognize that, in the past, mutual aid was provided between or amongthe

parties in the form of personnet, suppties, and equipment during disasters, civiI

emergencies, acts of terrorism, or incidents as we[t as during recovery periods'

1l

vor 4:f prg"530



The officiats of the parties desire to secure for each party the benefits of mutual aid and

protection of tife and property in the event of a disaster, civi[ emergency, act of terrorism, or

incident.

The parties wish to make suitabte arrangements forfurnishing mutuat aid in copingwith

disasters, civit emergencies, acts of terrorism, or incidents and are authorized to make this

agreement.

The parties recognize that a forma[ agreement for mutuat aid woutd attow for better

coordination of effort, wou[d provide that adequate equipment, manpower, and facitities

are avaitabte, and woutd hetp ensure that mutuat aid is accomptished in the minimum time

possibte, and thus desire to enter into an agreement to provide mutuat aid.

Now, therefore, the parties agree as fottows:

TERMS

1 . Bacitats. The recitats set forth above are true and correct.

2. D-efinitions. Forthe purposes of this agreement, the terms tisted betowwitt have the

fottowing meanings:

a. "Civit Emergency" means the unforeseen combination of circumstances or

the resutting consequences thereof within the geographic timits of a given

jurisdiction that catts for immediate action or forwhich there is an urgent

need for assistance or relief to protect the generaI citizenry.

b, "Disaster" means the occurrence or imminent threat of widespread or severe

damage, injury, or toss of tife or property resutting from any natural or
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manmade cause, inctuding fire, ftood, earthquake, wind, storm, wave action,

oit spitt or other hazardous contamination, volcanic activity, epidemic, air

contamination, btight, drought, infestation, exptosion, riot, hostile mititary or

paramilitary action, energy emergency (as that term is defined in Chapter 41 I

of the Texas Government Code), acts of terrorism, and other pubtic catamity

requiring emergency action.

c. "lncident" means a localized event that is generalty routine in nature,

characterized by timited impact, but requires speciatized skitts and

equipment that the responding agency lacks necessitating mutuat aid

assista nce.

d. "Local Government" means a county, municipBtity, speciaI district, or any

corpo rate/potitica t entity organized under state [aw, of Texas or a state that

e. "l"lutuat Aid" inctudes, but is not [imited to, such resources as equipment,

supp[ies, facilities, and personneI possessed by ju risdictionat fire, law

enforcement, medicat, and pubtic works ju risdictions/agencies/votu nteer

organizations.

3. "Acts of Terrorism" inc[ude viotent, criminaI acts committed by individuats and/or

groups to further ideotogicaI goats stemming from domestic influences, such as

those of a potiticat, retigious, sociat, raciat, or environmentaI nature or inspired by,

or associated with, designated foreign terrorist organizations or nations (state-
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4. Aetivalio-n ofACJeement. This agreement shatl be activated in the event of either:

A dectaration of a [oca[ state of disaster by a party pursuant to Chapter 418 ofa

the Texas Government Code; or

b. The finding of a state of civil emergency by the presiding officer of the

governing body of a party; or

C A determination by an incident commander that an incident requires

assistance to address a shortfatt in locat resources.

The activation of the agreement shatt continue, whether or not the locat disaster

dectaration or state of civil emergency is stitt active, until the services of the party

rendering aid are no tonger required or when the officer in charge of the resources of

the party rendering aid determines, in his sote discretion, that further assistance

shoutd not be provided.

5. Request for Mutuat Ai(L

a. Loca( Disaster. ln the event of a locat disaster dectaration, the Emergency

Management Director or the designated Emergency Management

Coordinator of a party seeking mutuaI aid shall make the request directtyto

the party from whom aid is sought, pursuant to the cost provisions of Section

8 of this agreement. A party from whom mutua[ aid is sought shatt furnish

mutuat aid to cope with the disaster to the requesting party, subject to the

terms of this agreement.

b. AivitEmelgeltc)t lf the presiding officer of the governing body of the party is of

the opinion that a state ot civiI emergency exists that requires assistance
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from another pa rty, the presiding officer of the party requesting mutuat aid

sha [[ make the request directty to the party f rom which assistance is sought.

Before the emergency assistance is provided, the governing body of the party

whose assistance has been requested shaI authorize such assistance by

resolution or other officiat action, in accordance with Chapter 791 of the

Texas Government Code. ln the event of a widespread civit emergency

affecting more than one party hereto, DETCOG shatt coordinate the catt-up

this agreement.

Acts of Terrorism. Foreign or Domestic acts of terrorism causing mass panic

or casuatties or pubtic disruption.

d. Bequests. A request for mutuat aid may be submitted verbatty or in writing. lf

a request is submitted verbatty, it must be confirmed in writing.

6. Conditions. Any furnishing of Tesources under this agreement is subject to the

following conditions:

A request for mutuaI aid shatt specify the amount and type of resources

c

a

being requested, the [ocation to which the resources are to be dispatched,

and specif ic time by which such resources are needed;

b. When contacted by a requesting party, the Emergency Management Director

of the party from which aid is requested or his or her designee agrees to

assess locaI resources to determine avaitabitity of personnel, equipment,

and other assistance required based on current or anticipated needs. Att
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parties shat[ render assistance to the extent that personnet, equipment, and

resources are deemed avaitabte. No party shatt be required to provide mutual

aid untess it determines that it has sufficient resources to do so based on

current or anticipated events within its own jurisdiction. The agreement to

render aid is expressty not contingent upon a declaration of a ma.ior disaster

or emergency by the federat government or upon received federat funds.

C The party rendering aid shatt report to the oFficer in charge of the requesting

party's forces at the location to which the requested resources are

dispatched in a presumed support rote;

d. Att parties to this agreement agree to conduct response operations in

accordance with NationaI Incident Management System (NIMS) concepts

and principles and to organize and manage a[[ personneI and resources

under the lncident Command System (lCS). Responding parties wi[[ render

mutuaI aid subject to the control of an incident commander. Parties

providing assistance wil[ coordinate response actions as instructed under

lCS, untess such instructions viotate locat poticies and procedures in the

safe and prudent apptication of personnet and equipment, in such an

instance locaI poticies and procedures shat[ prevait;

Each party to this agreement agrees to program radio equipment withe

channets catted for by the Texas Statewide lnteroperabitity Channel Ptan, and

does grant permission to at[ parties and county/city agencies to program and

use each other's locaI radio frequencies during mutuat aid response;
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f. Each party to this agreement grants arrest authority to responding entity

officers who perform activities pursuant to this agreement and are operating

outside of the jurisdiction in which they are regutarty emptoyed, but within

the area covered by this agreement. The law enforcement agencies of the

requesting entity in which an arrest has been made shatl be notified of the

arrest without unreasonabte detay. lf a request for assistance invotves a

response by a Tactical Unit (SWAT and Hostage Negotiations), anlor a bomb

squad, the responding entity's unit commander shatt have entire control of

the tactical situation untiI the unit commander determines the situation has

been resotved. The unit commanderwi[t attempt to notify the requesting

entity of any ptanning or decisions regarding the situation as time and safety

attow;

g. Ju risd ictions/De partments/Agencies shat[ observe and compty with att

federat, state, county, and city taws, rutes, ordinances, and regulations in any

manner atfecting the conduct of the services provided and in the

performance of att obtigations undertaken by this agreement.

7. Ooor-dinatitrgAgency-tor1{ulualAid, DETCOG sha[[ act as the coordinating agency

for mutuaI aid responses to disasters, civiI emergencies, or acts of terrorism that

affect more than one party hereto. As part of its duties as coordinating agency,

DETCOG shatt maintain a current [isting of att parties to this agreement. Such tisting

shatt inctude personnel to be contacted in each jurisdiction, appropriate te[ephone
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and facsimite numbers, and other information that woutd be needed in order to

contact each party in the event of disaster, civil emergency, or act of terrorism.

8. Waiver of Ctalms Against Parties: lmmudty Xctatocd- Each party hereto waives atl

ctaims against the other parties hereto for compensation for any toss, damage,

personaI injury, or death occurring because of the performance of this agreement,

except that cause in whote or in part by the negtigence of an officer, emptoyee, or

agent of another party. No pa rty waives or retinqu ishes a ny immunity of defense on

behatf of itsetf, its officers, employees and agents because of the foregoing

contained herein.

9. eosLs,. Al[ costs associated with the provision of mutuat aid, such as damage to

equipment and clothing, medical expenses, and expenses of travet, food, and

todging, shatt be paid by the party rendering aid, atthough the party rendering aid

may be reimbursed by the requesting party for such costs if the parties in question

agree. Upon request by the party rendering aid, actual costs associated with the

provision of assistance after one operational period has expired, inctuding but not

timited to personnet costs, operation and maintenance of equipment, damage to

equipment, medicaI expenses, food, todging, and transportation expenses, shatt be

paid bythe requesting party, if att parties in question agree. Actua[ costs shatt be

based upon standardized state mutuaI aid reimbursement rates when possibte.

Request for reimbursement must be submitted within ninety days of the return of atl

personne[ and shoutd identify each service, [abor, or equipment provided and the
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unit and totaI costs associate with each. Personne[ who are assigned, designated,

or ordered by their governing body to perform duties pursuant to this agreement

shat[ continue to receive the same wages, satary, pension, and other compensation

and benefits for the performance of such duties, inctuding injury or death benefits,

disabitity payments, and worker's compensation benefits, as though the service had

been rendered within the timits of the jurisdiction where the personneI are regutarly

emptoyed.

10. Equtpmentand Persol'lnet. Duringthe time mutuataid is beingfurnished, a[[

equipment used by the party rendering aid shatt continue to be owned, leased, or

rented by the party rendering aid. At att times white equipment and personnel of a

party rendering aid are traveting to, from, or within the geographicat timits of the

requesting party in accordance with the terms of this agreement, such personnel

and equipment shatt be deemed to be emptoyed or used, as the case may be, in the

futt line and cause of duty of the party rendering aid. ln addition, such personnel

shatt be deemed to be engaged in a governmental function of their entity.

.l 
1. Ln-ventory and Database. DETCOG and the [oca[ emergency management

coordinators wi[[ devetop and maintain an inventory database of resources

avaitabte to each party for response under this agreement within reason, with the

assistance ofthe emergency management coordinator of each jurisdiction. This

inventory may be disbursed to the parties at least once a year or upon request. The

Pubtic Safety Programs wi[[ develop a format to facititate parties entry and updating

of inventory and resource information, send reminders to parties to update
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information, place inventory and take other actions reasonably necessary for the

parties to access current information in the WebEOC

12. ExercisLof Potlce Powel This agreement and att activities hereunder are undertaken

sotety as an exercise of potice power of the parties, exercised for the heatth, safety,

and wetfare of the pubtic generatty, and not for the benefit of any person or persons

and the parties sha[[ not have nor be deemed to have any duty to any particular

person(s).

13. ExBendingFunds. Each party which performs services or f urnishes aid pursuant to

this agreement shat[ do so with funds avaitable from current revenues of the party

inctuding reimbursement by the state or federaI government if appropriate. No party

shatt have any tiabitity for the faiture to expend funds to provide aid hereunder

14.Ier-mination- lt is agreed that any party hereto shatl have the right to terminate its

participation in this agreement upon (90) days written notice to the other parties

hereto.

15. Term. This agreement sha[[ become effective as to each party when approved and

executed by that party. This agreement sha[[ continue in force and remain binding on

each party untit such time as the governing body of a party terminates its

participation in this agreement pursuant to Section 1 1 of this agreement

Termination of participation in this agreement by a party(ies) sha tt not affect the

continued operation of this agreement between and among the remaining parties

and this agreement shatl continue in force and remain binding on the remaining
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16. Entirety. This agreement contains at[ commitments and agreements of the parties

with respect to the mutual aid to be rendered hereunder during or in connection

with a disaster, civitemergency, and/or an act of terrorism. No other oral or written

commitments of the parties with respect to mutuat aid under this agreement shatt

have any force or effect if not contained herein, except as provided in Section 1 5

betow.

17. Ratification. Each party hereby ratifies the actions of its personneI taken prior to the

date of this agreement

18. Other l{utuat AidAgJeem.ents.. Notwithstanding Section 1 3, it is understood and

agreed that certain signatory parties may have heretofore contracted or may

hereafter contract with each other for mutuaI aid in civit emergency, disaster

situations, and/or acts of terrorism, and it is agreed that this agreement shat[ be

subordinate to any such individuat contract.

Specificatty, the existence of this agreement shat[ not prevent a municipatity,

agency, organized votunteer group, or other emergency services entity from

providing mutuat aid assistance on request from another municipa[ity, county, rural

fire prevention district, emergency services district, fire protection agency,

organized votunteer group, or other emergency services entity, in accordance with

the provisions in Sectlon 418.109 (d) of the Texas Government Code. Additionatty,

the existence of this agreement shat[ not prevent any locaI government which is a

party hereto from providing emergency assistance to another locaI government
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which is not a party hereto, in accordance with the provisions in Section 791.027 ot

the Texas Government Code.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, the parties acknowtedge and approve of the county

being a party to mutuaI aid agreements [ike this agreement with other counties

within the Deep East Texas CounciI of Governments and/or other contiguous

counties, which counties have or may have mutuataid agreements with counties

and municipatities within their respective jurisdictions. The parties hereto agree to

provide mutuaI aid to such other counties and municipatities upon request so [ong

as there is a reciprocal agreement to provide mutua[ aid to the parties to this

agreement.

19. lntertocaI CoooerationAcL The parties agree that mutuat aid in the context

contemptated herein is a "governmentaI function and service" and that the parties

are "[oca[ governments" as that term is defined herein and in the lntertocal

Cooperation Act.

20. Severabitity. lf a provision contained in this agreement is hetd invatid for any reason,

the invatidity does not affect other provisions of the agreement that can be given

effect without the invatid provision, and to this end the provisions of this agreement

are severabte.

21. Vati.dtyard Enforcea b-ility, lf any current or future tegat timitations affect the vatidity

or enforceability of a provision of this agreement, then the tegat (imitations are made

a part of this agreement and shatl operate to amend this agreement to the minimum

extent necessary to bring this agreement into conformitywith the requirements of
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the timitations, and so modified, this agreement shaU continue in fu[[ force and

effect.

22. AmendmerlL This agreement may be amended onty by the mutuaI written consent

of the parties.

23. third Parties. This agreement is intended to inure only to the benefit of the parties

hereto. This agreement is not intended to create, nor shall be deemed or construed

to create any rights in third parties.

24. Vuarranty. The agreement has been officiatty authorized by the governing body of

each party hereto and each signatory to this agreement guarantees and warrants

respective party to this agreement.

25. Goyerning Law-an-dfleflle. Th is agreement sha[[ be governed by the taws of the

State of Texas. Venue for an action arising under this agreement sha[[ tie exctusivety

in the county to which this agreement pertains.

25. Headings. The headings at the beginning of the various provisions of this agreement

have been inctuded on[y to make it easier to locate the subject covered by each

provision and are not to be used in construing this agreement.

**The rest of this page is intentionatty teft btank**
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REGIONAL MUTUAL AID AUTHORIZING RESOLUTION

EXECUTED by the Parties hereto, each respective entity acting by and through its duty authorized
oflicrat as required by [aw, on muttipte counterparts each of which shatt be deemed to be an
originat, on the date specilied on the muttipte counterparts executed by such entity.

FOR DEEP EAST TEXAS COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS (DETCOG):

Passed and approvedthis Z2l)ay) ol Iuo€- $tontn1, 2DZ{Nss4

E ecutive Director, Lonnie Hunt

ATTEST:

Secretary, DETCOG Board ot Directors

P Ie a se Com plete C o n ta ct I nfo rm ation

Primary Contact: Mike Ctaude

Office Number: 936-634-2247 Ext 5316

24 Hour Number: 936-238-5027

E-mait Address: mclaude@detcoggov

Atternate Contact:

Office Number:

24 Hour Number:

E-mail Address:

Mark Cunninham

936-634-2247 Ext 5273

936-240-'1141

mcunn i ngha m@detcog.gov
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REGIONAL MUTUAL AID AUTHORIZING RESOLUTION

EXECUTED by the Parties hereto, each respective entity acting by and through its d uty authorized
otf icial as required by taw, on multiple counterparts each of which shalt be deemed to be an
originat, on the date specified on the muttipte counterpart executed by such entity.

FOR SABINE COUNTY:

Pass and Approved thi

f'>--\Llh'
ounty ludge

ATTEST:

unty Cterk

Ple a se Camp let?-Cantactlnlormalioa

.":\1
i=9.'

::t I .

Jt"*,* (Month),281-L ffea0

I St)
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Primary Contact:

Otfice Number:

L

9oC-2 K)' S2,o

1)a- Lrr'Ooso24 Hour Number:

E-maiI Address: a,o -
"L*

r{. (i

LAtternate Contact:

Office Number: q4- )Y"- )5'10
24 Hour Number. 1)to-2ol -2a-7 I
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